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______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, October 19, 7:30 PM
______________________________________________________________________________

Featured Speaker: Peter Tobias
How and Why to Create Orchid Reserves
Peter Tobias is President and one of three co-founders of the Orchid
Conservation Alliance. The goal of the OCA is to mobilize the orchid growing
community to preserve wild orchid habitat. Many orchids, as with other flora and
fauna, are in danger of extinction due to human created impacts on their
environment. These impacts are due to collection, logging, agriculture, and many
other forms of habitat destruction. The OCA raises funds from donations, sales,
and ecotourism to purchase and protect orchid rich
habitat. At present the OCA has four reserves it is
supporting, two in Ecuador and one each in Brazil
and Colombia. Peter’s talk will describe the goals
and methods of the OCA, focusing primarily on the
Dracula Reserve in Ecuador.
Over the decade that the Orchid Conservation Alliance has been in existence, we
have refined our approach to selecting and supporting reserves and seen a lot of
orchids. My talk will show the approach as it applied to our latest reserve, the
Dracula Reserve Mosaic in northern Ecuador. And yes, he will definitely show
some orchid pictures!
Peter started growing orchids on a Chicago windowsill in the mid-1970’s with a
white phalaenopsis. His interest grew when a friend helped him to import some
plants from India and Brazil so that he got a sense of the variety of orchids out
there: an ornithocephalus or a dendrochilum is a lot different from a phalaenopsis.
Ever since then he has enjoyed collecting and trying to grow odd species. Orchid
growing became a lot easier when he moved to Southern California in 1980: the
majority of his collection is now grown outdoors.

President’s Corner by Judy Forester

October is here and we are getting some much needed relief from the intense heat of summer. Tony
Knight is hosting a greenhouse tour this Saturday, October 15, from 1-4. His greenhouse and garden
are well worth a visit. Thanks, Tony. Barb Gores is hosting a greenhouse open house in November.
Next month is our annual fundraising auction. The Auction is going to be the first Wednesday in
November on the 2nd. There won’t be a regular November meeting; the auction will take its place.
Please get plants ready for auction. Anything you don’t want or want to share is welcome. Please clean
them up and check for bugs. The auction is our only fundraising event so please come and take home
some plants.
I am sorry to report that Mike Barretti is in the hospital. He was in charge of the auction in
November; that responsibility has been sholdered by others. Please send the list of plants you are
donating to Doug Forester at tucsonorchidsociety@comcast.net. Doug will compile the master list and
assign numbers to the plants for the auction.
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Greenhouse Open House
The greenhouse tour this month is at Tony Knight’s home at 1876 North Camino de Oeste. Note the
date: Saturday, October 15 from 1-4 PM. It’s before the meeting this month, not after.
DRIVING DIRECTIONS to 1876 North Camino de Oeste:
If you are coming from the South, EXIT I-10 AT SPEEDWAYand drive West. Speedway becomes
Gates Pass Blvd.at the intersection with N. Camino De Oeste. Turn Rt./North and drive .5 mile past
Feliz Paseos Park, a "45 MPH" sign, and 3 mailboxes, then take an immediate Right into a private
asphalt drive (no sign). The house is on your Left with a large cobalt blue planter pot next to the
driveway.
If you are coming from the North, EXIT I-10 AT GRANT and drive West. Grant becomes W.
Ironwood Hills. Drive West to a "T" junction with N. Camino De Oeste. Turn Lt./South and drive .5
mile past N. Via De Suenos (on left) and cross N. Calle Del Suerte (both NO LEFT TURN), then take
the next Left into a private asphalt drive (no sign) opposite from "Trail's End" sign. The house is on
your Left with a large cobalt blue planter pot next to the driveway.
If you are coming from the NorthWest on Silverbell Road, turn West onto Sweetwater Drive at Pima
Animal Care Center. Sweetwater Drive merges into Camino De Oeste. Drive South to a "T" junction
with Ironwood Hill/Grant Road. Continue straight/South and drive .5 mile past N. Via De Suenos (on
left) and cross N. Calle Del Suerte (both NO LEFT TURN), then take the next Left into a private
asphalt drive (no sign) opposite from "Trail's End" sign. The house is on your Left with a large cobalt
blue planter pot next to the driveway.

The Auction Is Coming!
It is time for you to begin to get some donations ready for the auction.
Our annual auction will be held on November 2, 2016 - the first Wednesday
of November. Please mark your calendars. If you have any plants that you
wish to donate to the auction, please contact Doug Forester by email at
tucsonorchidsociety@comcast.net.
Doug will assign your plants numbers so that we can make a master list to
pass out at or before the auction. He will also pass out a sign-up sheet at the
October meeting looking for volunteers to help with the auction. Our annual
auction is the only fundraiser that our society has so please make sure to mark it on your list of things
to do in November. We always have a good time and there are always bargains to be had.

Outreach Update Dianne Turausky
Our outreach program of September 26 at the River
Dusenberry Library was a great success! We had 23 people in
attendance! There were many great questions about orchid
growing in general and repotting in particular. Some people
joined the Orchid Society before they left, and we all hope to
see them at our October meeting. Thanks to our intrepid chief
repotter, Sid, and to Judy and Barbara for their help and
support. And a very special thanks to Susannah Conner for inviting us to her library!
I also received a request from the Wheeler Library for a repotting demonstration. I’ll tell you more
about that at our meeting and will be looking for volunteers!
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Orchid

of the month by Dave Ingram
Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos” FCC/AOS

Psychopsis is a genus of 5 species, and is closely related to
oncidiums, which is the generic name previously applied to
these plants. They are native to areas of northern South
America, Central America and Trinidad from elevations of
sea level to 3,800ft, so prefer intermediate to warm
conditions. The name is derived from Greek Psyche
(butterfly) and opsis (like) because the singly borne flowers
are on spikes that are thin and 2 to 4 feet long, so seem to be
flying.
The only plant I have grown is Psychopsis Mendenhall
‘Hildos” FCC/AOS, acquired 2 years ago in a 3” pot, which
is (Psy. papilio x Psy. sanderae) x Psy. papilio. This makes
it ¾ papilio (Latin for butterfly). With more than one
species in its background, it is easier to grow! The leaves
are leathery, reminiscent of Phalaenopsis, and have a small
basal pseudobulb. Leaves are pointed with a pleasing green
and maroon pattern, making them more attractive than
most orchids when not in bloom. With an older plant, it
may be possible to have a flower on at least one of the
spikes for the majority of the year. Individual flowers last 2
to 3 weeks.
They prefer good drainage, like all orchids, but can take
much more water in the summer. My plant put on 2 new
pseodobulbs and 3 new spikes in April to May this year, but
did not bloom right away from the new spikes. Instead,
flowers have continued to come from the tip of the older spike (6 and counting) while the newer
spikes waited until this September and October to bloom. I recommend them as a plant that can reach
specimen size in a 5” pot with a unique look, both in and out of bloom.
Plants are available from the following sources; Kalapana Tropicals, Odom’s Orchids, Orchids
Limited and Hausermann’s.

Calendar of Events
October 15 - 1-4 PM Tony Knight greenhouse tour
October 19 meeting - Peter Tobias
November 2 - 7:30 PM - Annual club auction
November 5 - 1-4 PM - Barb Gores greenhouse tour
December 11 Noon-4 PM - Potluck and Annual Meeting
January 18 meeting - Tony Knight: The Orchids of Kenya

Cookie List
Please bring something nice to share, including something to drink like tea and/or lemonade.
Oct 19, 2016 Chris Valenta
Nov 2, 2016 Bill Hays
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Show and Tell Please bring your orchids that are in bloom to show off! It’s nice to share

your pretties with everyone and talk about what works and doesn’t work for you. Get tips from others
to help your orchids grow better. It great to see so many wonderful orchids at Show And Tell!
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General Meeting Information
The Tucson Orchid Society regularly meets on the third Wednesday in January through October.
Members are encouraged to brings orchids in bloom for show and tell. In November, the Society holds
a fundraising auction of plants donated for that purpose. In December, we have a wonderful, relaxing
potluck with a greenhouse tour, combined with a short business meeting and election of officers.
The monthly meetings are held at the Gem & Mineral Society Building (Side entrance), 3727 E.
Blacklidge Dr., Tucson, AZ 85716 at 7:30 PM. From the intersection of East Ft. Lowell and North
Dodge, go two blocks south on Dodge, turn left on Blacklidge. The building is on the north side of the
street.

The Newsletter The newsletter is published every month of the year. If you have something
you would like to have published in the newsletter that is of general interest, don’t hesitate to contact
the newsletter editor, Doug Forester. The deadline is two weeks prior to the monthly meeting.

TOS Officers
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Past President
Media/Membership
Program Chair
Show Chair
Auction Chair

Judy Forester
Dianne Turausky
Jim Wilcoxon
Mike Barretti
Doug Forester
Wes Addison
Wes Addison
Mike Barretti

judyf.ccn@comcast.net
dturausky@comcast.net
jfw@theriver.com
mbarretti@msn.com
dougf.ccn@comcast.net
wesadd@cpatucson.com

Social Media
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/TucsonOrchidSociety
Website: www.orchidsocietytucson.org
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