Tucson Orchid Society Newsletter
May 2016
______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, May 18, 7:30 PM
______________________________________________________________________________

Featured Speaker: Amy Chang Jacobsen
Laelia anceps
The May program will feature Amy Chang Jacobsen who will speak on
Laelia anceps in situ as well as sharing her successes and guidelines for
growing.
Amy is an enthusiastic hobbiest orchid grower and an accredited American
Orchid Society Judge. Although she had always grown a few orchids, when
Amy married Ken Jacobsen she was faced with a quandary: she basically had
a choice between getting 
more involved with orchids or becoming an
orchid widow
… orchids it is!
Amy grows the majority of her Cattleyas and Laelias in covered outdoor
areas at her home and in an unheated greenhouse on the Northern California
Coast (Half Moon Bay). She shares greenhouse space with her husband Ken Jacobsen’s large
Cymbidium collection. Her special interests in orchids are Laelia anceps, Cattleya (formerly Laelia)
purpuratas and Cattleya intermedias. In addition to Laelias and Cattleyas, Amy is also growing
Lycastes/Anguloas, Masdevallias, Pleurothallids, Aussie Dendrobiums and a wide mix of other genera.
Ken and Amy’s orchid collection now 
numbers around 5,500
. Other than their numerous AOS and
CSA awards, Ken and Amy also won the “Best Orchid in Show” and the “Best Cattleya Alliance”
awards at the 2008 Santa Barbara International Show. They are also the winner of the AOS Berliner
Award for the Best Award Lycate for 2009.

President’s Corner
Well, it's May and the ice break on the Santa Cruz is not far off. I have
been adjusting my watering schedule and checking my humidity and
waiting! This is a great time to l
ook over plants and see how they are
growing. Sometimes moving them to a different location may result in
more flowers or maybe it is time to move them to the compost heap. For
sure, 
checking for bugs is on the schedule. Pick up each plant and
inspect it carefully for pests. Bugs love to hide on the leaf that you didn't
inspect! They also love your plants wherever you grow them.
Speaking of plants: Mike Barretti will host the 
greenhouse tour this
month. He has an incredible collection of really wellgrown plants packed in his greenhouse from floor
to ceiling. Plan to be surprised at how many different types of orchids he manages to grow here in the
desert.
Happy growing!
Judy Forester
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Show and Tell 
Please bring your 
orchids that are in bloom to show off! It’s nice to share
your pretties with everyone and talk about what works and doesn’t work for you. Get tips from others
to help your orchids grow better.
Shown here are some of the orchids from the April meeting.

It great to see so many wonderful orchids at 
Show And Tell!
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Orchid Problem Corner
Look for the 
orchid problem corner at our monthly meetings. You can bring in an orchid that is a
problem plant for others to comment on. It may be an identification problem, bugs, culture or some
mysterious issue. If you have a buggy plant, please bring it in a bag so as not to spread pests. By
having a designated area I am hoping that comments regarding treatment etc can be made before the
meeting, during the break or afterwards.
If you haven’t paid your dues yet, please do so. They remain the same
at $12 per year. If you have not already paid for this new year you can
bring cash or 
check to our next meeting
. For those folks who cannot
attend the meeting, you may mail your check to the Treasurer, Jim
Wilcoxon, 9662 E Hickory Tree Place, Tucson, AZ 85749.

Greenhouse Open Houses
The next greenhouse open house is scheduled for Saturday, May 21
from 1
4 PM at Mike Barretti’s
home. His address is 
1889 South Abrego, Green Valley, AZ 85614
. His phone number is 625
4339 if
you need to ask for directions.
There are 
no tours scheduled yet for August or September. Please talk to the President if you are
interested in showing off your growing space.

Orchiata Mix Available
Wes Addison just ordered 
Orchiata planting mix in seedling and
medium size and received quite a surprise: they shipped twice the
amount he requested! He is very interested in selling the extra ASAP.
He has 10 bags of seedling mix (top picture) and and 10 bags of
medium mix (bottom picture) available for 
$25 a bag. 
This is a really
good deal since the cost includes the shipping. He is storing a pallet full
in his yard and doesn't want the pack rats moving in and doing what
they do best! If you are interested in getting in on the 
best bark on the
market
, please call Wes at work 3275025.

Orchid of the month

Tolumnias 
by Mike Barretti

Most orchid enthusiasts grow cattleyas, dendrobiums, paphiopedilums or
phalaenopsis as their favorite genera; Tolumnias (Equitant Oncidiums) could be a
good companion for any of them. Tolumnias are small plants so they can be
placed in your home or greenhouse, hanging on the wall next to or above cattleyas
and dendrobiums, or actually hanging on larger pots with a small clip.
Here are a few reasons for growing Tolumnias: With a small number of plants,
one can have them flowering all year around, although the main seasons are fall
and spring. Further, the flowers are colorful: wide range from white, pink, purple,
red, yellow and brown. Markings on unflowered seedlings are hard to predict and
this is what increases their appeal, whereas, meristems are always predictable.
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Growth Habit: The most commonly grown equitant oncidiums are small, epiphytic plants that have
small or nonexistent pseudobulbs and three sided, fleshly leaves arranged in a fan. In nature, they
grow on the outer branches of trees where they receive ample sunshine and free air movement. In this
habitat, the plants dry off quickly after dew or rain. Many of the species come from the drier region of
the Caribbean Islands where the average annual rainfall is 3040".
Temperature: Should ideally range from a low near 60F to a high
of 8085F. They can withstand the extremes for a short period of
time without any apparent ill effects. but extremes lower than 50F
and higher than 90F for any length of time should be avoided.
More ideal conditions will produce the best results. They will
endure occasional deviations.
Water: During spring, summer and fall, the plants can be watered
every second or third day depending on day temperatures. In
Winter, fewer disease problems occur if the plants are watered
once or maximum twice a week and misted just enough to prevent the leaves dehydrating and
becoming shriveled. Always water in the morning so that the plants and the mounts or pots can become
dry or just damp by nightfall. Overwatering or watering too late in the day can cause bulb and leaf rot
which will quickly kill the plant.
Light: 
Should be bright but diffused. Outdoors, a spot in bright
dappled shade is best. Indoors, an east or south exposure is best,
with care to protect the plants from direct sun during the heat of the
day. Plants that are growing well but reluctant to bloom usually need
an increase in light intensity. Once conditioned to high light,
tolumnias are fairly tough, but when moving tender plants to a
higher light situation, increase their exposure gradually to prevent
burning. This is especially true when moving plants outdoors for the
summer. The purple hue on the leaves is melanin and means they are
getting good bright light.
Potting and Repotting: There are two methods of growing Tolumnias that work well: 1) grow them
on a 3" x 2" piece of cork for small plants and 6" x 4" piece for larger plants or 2) they can be grown in
clay pots with either seedling bark or small aliflor pellets.
For cork, lay the plant on the cork with the crown approximately 3/4" to 1" from the bottom. Place
some sphagnum (about 1/8" thickness) over the roots keeping it away from the crown. Fasten plants
with small fishing line tied around the sphagnum and the plant.
For clay pots, use ether 2" or 2½” short plain clay pots and seedling bark and a little charcoal. Clay
pots are better than plastic pots because clay will dry out quicker than plastic and these little plants do
not like to stay wet.
Fertilizer: Can be done at regular intervals with a dilute (1/4 to 1/2strength) balanced fertilizer.
During spring, summer and fall you can fertilize every other watering and in the winter once a month.
Pests and Diseases: The major problems are scale and mealybugs. These are best avoided by frequent
observation of the plants and immediate treatment if found. One of the insecticidal soaps will give
adequate control on occasional flareups.
Bacterial and fungal diseases are not frequent problems because of the preferred dryside growing
conditions. Fungal diseases like soft rot can kill plants quickly. This is probably caused by water still
being held in the ‘fan’ of the leaves. Spray with a fungicide to try and control the spread of soft rot. It
is important to water early in the day. This way the plants will be dry by evening.
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Helpful Hint: Do not cut the inflorescence after initial flowering. It will often branch and continue
with another flush of blooms.

Education Corner 
by Marie Hirsch and Doug Forester
What Does That Orchid Word Mean?

Lepanthes (leePANtheez)
A large genus of smallflowered dwarf epiphytic orchids of tropical
America. They are related to Pleurothallis and Masdevallia and were
found by Swartz in 1799. The name refers to the tiny scalelike flowers.
Leptotes (lepTOHteez)
A small genus of epiphytic orchids from Brazil and Paraguay. They are
related to Laelias. It was first described by Lindley in 1833. The name
refers to the slender leaves.

Swartz, Olof (17601818)
The first orchidologist, he published the first enumeration of West Indian plants,
including orchids in 1788, and the first article devoted exclusively to orchids in
1800. He established the two great divisions of the Orchid Family which later
were designated Monandrae and Diandrae.

Calendar of Events
May 18 meeting
 Amy Chang Jacobsen  Laelia anceps culture
May 21 
 Mike Barretti greenhouse tour
June 15 
Monthly meeting  Orchid culture by Wes Addison
June 18 
 Marie Hirsch greenhouse tour
June 25 
Outreach Program at Tucson main downtown library
July 16 
 Mark Dimmitt greenhouse tour
July 20 meeting 
 TBA
August 17 meeting
 TBA
September 21 meeting
 Peter Lin
October 15 
 Tony Knight greenhouse tour
October 19 meeting
 Peter Tobias
Nov 5  
Barb Gores greenhouse tour

Cookie List
Please bring something nice to share, 
including something to drink
like tea and/or lemonade.
May 18, 2016
Jun 15, 2016
Jul 20, 2016
Aug 17, 2016

Marie Hirsch
Billie Kramer
Dianne Turausky
Carol Addotta

Sep 21, 2016
Oct 19, 2016
Nov 2, 2016
Jan 18, 2017

David Ingram
Chris Valenta
Bill Hays
MaryAnn Albano
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General Meeting Information
The Tucson Orchid Society regularly meets on the 
third Wednesday in January through October.
Members are encouraged to brings orchids in bloom for 
show and tell
. In November, the Society holds
a fundraising 
auction of plants donated for that purpose. In December, we have a wonderful, relaxing
potluck 
with a greenhouse tour, combined with a short business meeting and election of officers.
The monthly meetings are held at the 
Gem
& Mineral Society Building (Adobe Bridge Club
entrance), 3727 E. Blacklidge Dr., Tucson, AZ 85716 at 7:30 PM. From the intersection of East Ft.
Lowell and North Dodge, go two blocks south on Dodge, turn left on Blacklidge. The building is on
the north side of the street.

The Newsletter 
The newsletter is published every month of the year. If you have something
you would like to have published in the newsletter that is of general interest, don’t hesitate to contact
the newsletter editor, Doug Forester. The deadline is two weeks prior to the monthly meeting.

TOS Officers
President
VicePresident
Treasurer
Past President
Media/Membership
Program Chair
Show Chair
Auction Chair

Judy Forester
Dianne Turausky
Jim Wilcoxon
Mike Barretti
Doug Forester
Wes Addison
Wes Addison
Mike Barretti

judyf.ccn@comcast.net
dturausky@comcast.net
jfw@theriver.com
mbarretti@msn.com
dougf.ccn@comcast.net
wesadd@cpatucson.com

Social Media
Facebook: 
www.Facebook.com/TucsonOrchidSociety
Website: 
www.orchidsocietytucson.org
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Tucson Orchid Society

Meets the third Wednesday of each month
7:30 p.m.
Gem & Mineral Society Building (Adobe Bridge Club entrance)
3727 E. Blacklidge Rd.
Visitors and new members are always welcome
Visit us on Facebook: 
www.Facebook.com/TucsonOrchidSociety
Visit our website: 
www.orchidsocietytucson.org

Yes, I would like to join the Tucson Orchid Society. Yearly membership dues are $12.00
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________
May we email you the newsletter? ______________
Today’s date ________________________
Bring this to the monthly meeting or mail with your check to:
Tucson Orchid Society
%Jim Wilcoxon
9662 E Hickory Tree Place
Tucson, AZ 85749
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