Tucson Orchid Society Newsletter
April 2016
______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, April 20, 7:30 PM
______________________________________________________________________________

Featured Speaker: Phyllis Prestia
Orchids of Madagascar


The April program will feature Phyllis Prestia who recently spent 
nine
days trekking through rainforests in Madagascar. She will
highlight the species she saw and photographed, with an emphasis on
Angraecoids.
There are about 700 species of angraecoids. Many have beautiful white,
starshaped flowers, are fragrant during the evening and nighttime hours
and are pollinated by moths. They can vary greatly in plant size and
flower size, growth requirements, habitats and distribution. 
As she grows

many of these species, she will 
review the culture for these orchids
,
including tips from her own successful experience growing them.
Together with knowledge about growing conditions in these
rainforests, hobbyists will gain a greater understanding of how to adapt their growing environments for
success.
Phyllis S. Prestia, Ed.D. is a retired educator and Middle School Principal.
She received a Doctorate of Education at Rutgers University, where she also
served as instructor in the graduate education program.
Originally from New Jersey, she moved to California with her husband to
retire in the sunny, San Diego area and grow orchids. Her collection includes
a variety of species and hybrids across several genera grown both in a small
greenhouse and three outdoor growing areas under shade cloth.
In her orchid life she has been the President of the San Diego County
Cymbidium Society and currently serves as the Vice President of the Cymbidium Society of America,
as well as keeping active in several Southern California orchid societies. She is currently participating
in the orchid judge training programs of both the American Orchid Society and Cymbidium Society of
America.

President’s Corner

April is a great month to spend time
with your orchids. When I walk to the greenhouse the air is filled with the
wonderful scent of honeysuckle and the anosmum and chrysotoxum in the
greenhouse draw me in and inspire me to get started on all the doingness
involved in growing orchids. The past week I have been in a mounting frenzy.
If things haven't grown well in a pot then I will trying growing them like an
epiphyte on a stick! I visited 
Andy's Orchids a couple of weeks ago in
California. Wow! Can you imagine 750,000 orchids and most of them
growing on a stick? You definitely need a list of what you want or like so
they can guide you to the specific greenhouse(s) and then drag you along as
you quickly become overwhelmed. I came out with two things from my list
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and an odd collection of little things growing on what else but a bit of wood. One plant, Oeoniella
polystachia had three graceful stems of small white flowers with a sweet scent. For the week of our
stay and the whole drive home the air was permeated with this scent. And it is still in bloom!
The April greenhouse tour was the Tucson Botanical
Garden on April 10th.. About 15 members attended
to enjoy the new poison dart frog aquarium, the giant
12” moth, dozens of colorful butterflies, and the
orchids, some of which Mark Dimmitt recently
donated to their collection. The tour was free to
society members. A special thank you to Yvonne for
hosting us!
Judy Forester

Orchid Problem Corner
Look for the 
orchid problem corner at our monthly meetings. You can bring in an orchid that is a
problem plant for others to comment on. It may be an identification problem, bugs, culture or some
mysterious issue. If you have a buggy plant, please bring it in a bag so as not to spread pests. By
having a designated area I am hoping that comments regarding treatment etc can be made before the
meeting, during the break or afterwards.

Beginner Sessions?

Judy Forester
Only one person signed up for the 
beginner sessions last month. I proposed last month in the
newsletter that before our monthly membership meetings, we could hold a short session to answer
questions and help new growers. This would be held from 77:30 pm before the meeting. If you are
interested please let me know. I will have a sign up sheet for those interested at the meeting.
If you haven’t paid your dues yet, please do so. They remain the same
at $12 per year. If you have not already paid for this new year you can
bring cash or 
check to our next meeting
. For those folks who cannot
attend the meeting, you may mail your check to the Treasurer, Jim
Wilcoxon, 9662 E Hickory Tree Place, Tucson, AZ 85749.

Future Greenhouse Open Houses
Please 
let the President know if you are interested in showing off your orchids and how you grow
them to members of the Society. Traditionally, tours run from April through September. Whether you
grow on a windowsill, patio, yard, or greenhouse, other growers can discover new ideas and
suggestions for improving their growing. All the months are scheduled 
except for August and
September. Please consider sharing your orchid growing area. It doesn't have to be big or fancy and
you don't have to have hundreds of blooming plants to have an open house. Hosts and guests can learn
from each other and sharing experiences.
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Show and Tell 
Please bring your 
orchids
that are in bloom to show off! It’s nice to share
your pretties with everyone and talk about what
works and doesn’t work for you. Get tips from others
to help your orchids grow better.
Shown here are some of the orchids from the March
meeting.

Outreach at Green Things

Dianne Turausky

We have been working on organizing a repotting demonstration at 
Green Things Nursery on
Saturday, May 7. The last bit of information we have is that Jan, the owner of Green Things, will be
ordering orchids for a Mother’s Day event…possibly from Fantasy Orchids in Colorado. Jan said she
had been thinking about offering orchids anyway, as her customers have asked about them, but our
proposal to do an outreach program convinced her that this was the ideal time to put her orchid plan
into motion! We would be set up near the orchids to pass out care sheets to those who request them,
and to demonstrate how to repot an orchid. Jan also indicated that she would have small bags of bark
available for purchase, so we would only have to bring enough for a few demonstrations. There are
still some details to work out, but at this time, I’m going to guess we should 
plan on being there from
84, as that would make us available for most of their business day. Hopefully, final details will be
available by our meeting on April 20. At that time, I will be recruiting volunteers to man our table. It is
really a lot of fun, and people seem fascinated by the repotting process! And really, what’s not to like
about sitting in a greenhouse surrounded by orchids and friends?

Page 3

Orchid of the month

Tony Knight

Aerangis luteoalba var. Rhodosticta
In the genus 
Aerangis 
of the family Orchidaceae; subfamily Epidendroideae;
Tribe Vandae, and Subtribe Aerangidinae there are some 50 species that
grow mostly tropical, equatorial Africa, the islands of Comoro and
Madagascar, and Sri Lanka. This particular species is most prevalent in the
forests of East Africa, and west into Cameroon and the Congo Republic. In
Kenya, the plants are usually found at altitudes of 30005000 ft. on the
southern and southeastern slopes of Mt. Kenya and on the southern slopes of
Mt. Elgon. Aerangis luteoalba rhodosticta grows in warm, moist conditions,
preferring the forests along rivers where there is sufficient humidity. The
plants are usually found growing on twigs and branches of shrubs and small
trees, and therefore 
does not like full sun exposure
.

Aerangis luteoalba var. 
rhodosticta normally has 610 narrow, strapshaped
leaves about 46 inches in length. The flowers are produced on pendent stems reaching 15 inches in
length on well grown specimens. There may be as many 25 flowers per stem, produced in 2 rows.
Flower color varies from pure white to ivory white, cream, or pale yellow. The column is bright scarlet
or vermilion, which gives the flower striking contrast. No other 
Aerangis species has this bright red
column. The range of temperatures that these plants can tolerate are from near 90F (32C) to 45F(7C).
Ideally a range of a high of 80F and a low of 50F.
All 
Aerangis 
species should be 
allowed to dry slightly between waterings
during the summer seasons, but should never dry out completely or be left
dry for extended periods. For mounted plants, in low humidity climates
such as Tucson, plants should be misted daily especially if the weather is
hot. 
Dunking the mounted plant in water 23 times weekly is ideal.
Potted plants should be 
leached every few weeks to prevent salt buildup
especially if watering with heavily mineralized water such as we have in
Tucson. High salt concentrations will be the demise of 
Aerangis plants!
Rainwater or reverse osmosis (RO) water is ideal. Plants should first be
watered normally to dissolve any accumulated salts. An hour or so later, the
medium should be flushed with rainwater or RO water equal to about twice
the volume of the pot.
A balanced fertilizer, mixed at 1/41/2 recommended strength, should be applied weekly during
periods of active growth. A fertilizer with low nitrogen and higher phosphate is helpful in promoting
flower production if used in the Fall.
luteo alba plants seem to 
grow best when mounted 
on slabs of cork with a pad of
sphagnum under the base of the plant. Humidity must be high for mounted plants.
Aerangis


The plants can be potted in a very open medium that allows good air movement around the roots.
Medium or large sized fir bark works well with adult plants. However, seedlings seem to grow better
with less root loss if a looser mix of sponge rock or coconut fiber is used instead of a seedling mix
based on fir bark. Always use the smallest of clay pots, 
do not over pot the plants 
as root rot will
occur. Repotting should be done just as new root growth is observed.
References
1) Northen, R. T. 1980. Miniature orchids. Van Nostrand Reinhold, New York.
2) Piers, F. 1968. Orchids of East AfricaNairobi, Kenya. Verlag von J. Cramer, 3301 Lehre.
3) Stewart, J. 1984. Growing Angraecoid orchids  Part 1  Introduction American Orchid Society
Bulletin, 53(7):731.
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Education Corner 
by Marie Hirsch and Doug Forester
What Does That Orchid Word Mean?

Saccolabium 
(sakkoLAYbeeum)
A small genius of small flowered epiphytic orchids of Southeast Asia
related to Vanda and Ascocentrum. The genus was established by
Blume in 1825. The name alludes to the baglike shape of the lip.
Uncommon in culture, it has been confused with Rhynchostylis,
Sarcanthus and other genera.

Zygopetalum(zyegoPETalum)
A varyingly defined genus of terrestrial to epiphytic orchids distributed
throughout northern South America north to Mexico. It is related to Colax
and Promenaea. Found by Hooker in 1827 the name refers to the
yokelike callus on the base of the lip.

Wort(wurt)
An old word for a plant or herb which is now used only in combination as motherwort, spiderwort,
liverwort, etc. Wikipedia ‘s reference to 
wort plants
lists over 200 “wort” plants.

Calendar of Events
April 16 

Master Gardener Home Garden Tour
April 20 meeting
 Phyllis Prestia  Orchids of Madagascar
May 18 meeting
 Amy Chang Jacobsen  Cattleyas
May 21 
 Mike Barretti greenhouse tour
June 18 
 Marie Hirsch greenhouse tour
July 16 
 Mark Dimmitt greenhouse tour
September 21 meeting
 Peter Lin
October 15 
 Tony Knight greenhouse tour
October 19
 Peter Tobias

Cookie List
Be sure to 
sign up
at the meeting to bring cookies to a monthly meeting. Pick a month, sign your
name, and plan to bring something nice to share.
Apr 20, 2016
May 18, 2016
Jun 15, 2016
Jul 20, 2016
Aug 17, 2016

Barb Gores
Marie Hirsch
Billie Kramer
Dianne Turausky
Carol Addotta

Sep 21, 2016
Oct 19, 2016
Nov 2, 2016
Jan 18, 2017

David Ingram
Chris Valenta
Bill Hays
MaryAnn Albano
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General Meeting Information
The Tucson Orchid Society regularly meets on the 
third Wednesday in January through October.
Members are encouraged to brings orchids in bloom for 
show and tell
. In November, the Society holds
a fundraising 
auction of plants donated for that purpose. In December, we have a wonderful, relaxing
potluck 
with a greenhouse tour, combined with a short business meeting and election of officers.
The monthly meetings are held at the 
Gem
& Mineral Society Building (Adobe Bridge Club
entrance), 3727 E. Blacklidge Dr., Tucson, AZ 85716 at 7:30 PM. From the intersection of East Ft.
Lowell and North Dodge, go two blocks south on Dodge, turn left on Blacklidge. The building is on
the north side of the street.

The Newsletter 
The newsletter is published every month of the year. If you have something
you would like to have published in the newsletter that is of general interest, don’t hesitate to contact
the newsletter editor, Doug Forester. The deadline is two weeks prior to the monthly meeting.

TOS Officers
President
VicePresident
Treasurer
Past President
Media/Membership
Program Chair
Show Chair
Auction Chair

Judy Forester
Dianne Turausky
Jim Wilcoxon
Mike Barretti
Doug Forester
Wes Addison
Wes Addison
Mike Barretti

judyf.ccn@comcast.net
dturausky@comcast.net
jfw@theriver.com
mbarretti@msn.com
dougf.ccn@comcast.net
wesadd@cpatucson.com

Social Media
Facebook: 
www.Facebook.com/TucsonOrchidSociety
Website: 
www.orchidsocietytucson.org
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Tucson Orchid Society

Meets the third Wednesday of each month
7:30 p.m.
Gem & Mineral Society Building (Adobe Bridge Club entrance)
3727 E. Blacklidge Rd.
Visitors and new members are always welcome
Visit us on Facebook: 
www.Facebook.com/TucsonOrchidSociety
Visit our website: 
www.orchidsocietytucson.org

Yes, I would like to join the Tucson Orchid Society. Yearly membership dues are $12.00
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________
May we email you the newsletter? ______________
Today’s date ________________________
Bring this to the monthly meeting or mail with your check to:
Tucson Orchid Society
%Jim Wilcoxon
9662 E Hickory Tree Place
Tucson, AZ 85749
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