Tucson Orchid Society Newsletter
June 2015
______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Wednesday, June 17, 7:30 PM
______________________________________________________________________________

Featured Speaker: Sheri Musil
Do orchids need sunscreen and cold drinks in the desert?
We’re starting to deal with the extreme summer heat and dryness, so it’s a good month to give a talk
aimed at beginner and intermediate growers. There’s lots of information out there about how to
grow orchids, but it often needs a little adjustment for our desert climate. So Sheri Musil is going to
throw out some ideas about how to adjust to Tucson growing, with particular attention to indoor
growing.
For those of you that don’t know Sheri, she’s bloomed orchids under
lights in a dark Tucson apartment
for about 10 years, in a
greenhouse for about 12 years and
also managed to grow (and
bloom!) a few select orchids
outdoors for 20 years. She has a
degree in ecology and did soil
physics research for 25 years in
the Soil, Water and Environmental Science Dept. at the U of
A. That department is filled with faculty who have put up
with her numerous odd ball questions about water quality,
bacterial growth, fertilizer absorption by plants, and
calculations about how much water a room of dry air can
hold. You’ll get to hear some of that in this talk.
how and Tell 
S
Please bring your orchids that are in bloom to show off! It’s nice to share
your pretties with everyone and talk about what works and doesn’t work for you. Get tips from
others to help your orchids grow better.

President’s Corner 
(by Judy Forester)
Mike has been under the weather for the past few weeks
with some serious health issues. He’s having a hard time
even getting to his greenhouse, which is attached to his
house. Please 
send him an email (
mbarretti@msn.com
) to
cheer him up. Or offer to help him out during this rough
spell. We hope to see him at the monthly meeting.
We had an exciting meeting last month with Ivan Portilla
from Ecuador. He gave a great talk with lots of interaction
with the audience. He brought lots of plants that should be
suited to our growing conditions. Wes and Sue arranged a
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very nice light meal after the presentation. 
Thank you, Wes and Sue, for your generous
contributions to our society.
As you are probably doing about now, I am busy with the repotting 
ordering pots and potting material, creating that perfect orchid mix,
ripping plants out of their old pots, and stuffing them in new ones. I am
always excited to see what is happening with the roots. It’s a good time
to do divisions while repotting. 
Please set some aside to contribute to
the November auction!
I want to thank all those who attended my greenhouse tour. It was nice
to see old friends and have time to get to know some of our newer
members. My greenhouse is buried 2 1/2 feet down and presents some
different growing conditions. And it’s 
packed with plants! My husband,
Doug, keeps it running smoothly and is always looking for ways to
improve the growing conditions.
Greenhouse tours are scheduled each month through September! Be sure to 
check the calendar for
the exciting lineup of summer tours.
Our summer speakers are experienced Tucson orchid growers. This month, Sheri Musil will share
her expertise on 
orchid culture
, as it applies to Tucson growing conditions. July will be our annual
repotting session and plant clinic
. I love to see how experienced growers perform this necessary
task with their hints and tips on better growing. The plant clinic lets you bring in your orchids with
"issues" to get expert advice.
Our August meeting will feature another TOS member, Ron Coleman. His special interest is native
orchids, and his new talk will be on the 
orchids in "The Orchid Crescent"
. He has been growing
orchids for 40 years and has published and copublished many books and articles on native orchids.
We are fortunate to have such a qualified speaker.
May all your orchids prosper,
Judy Forester (subbing for Mike Barretti)

Membership Dues

Reminder: if you haven’t paid your 

membership dues for 2015,

they are $12 and due now. You may pay by check or cash at the meeting. For those who cannot
attend the meeting, you may mail your check to the Treasurer, Jim Wilcoxon, 9662 E Hickory Tree
Place, Tucson, AZ 85749.

Greenhouse Open House Scheduled
The next greenhouse open house is scheduled for 
Saturday,
June 20 at 6PM. Mark Dimmitt is having his 36th annual
Summer Solstice get together. Please see the 
attached flyer
at the end of this newsletter.
Please let the President know if 
you are interested in
showing off your orchids and how you grow them to
members of the Society.
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Education Corner 
by Marie Hirsch and Doug Forester
What Does That Orchid Word Mean?
Aberrant 
(abAIRant)
Unusual or exceptional; a plant or structure that varies from the normal or
typical. The photo at the right is a “Bee Orchid aberrant (Ophrys apifera) an
unusual form lacking a lip (thanks to Paul Hardcourt Davies)
Tetrad 
(TETrad)
A structure formed of four cells, as in the
pollen mother cells; a group of four. The
diagram at left showing six different
arrangements of four cells each (tetrad) is from 
Reproduction in
Plants
by Saritha Pujari.
Ploidy 
(ploydee)
The term “ploidy” is used to refer to the number of chromosomes that a plant has. Often referred to
by the letter N, ploidy level can have a profound influence on an orchid, especially the flower
quality. The ploidy level of an orchid is a topic of interest to orchid growers, breeders, exhibitors
and judges.
Haploid, Diploid, Triploid, Tetraploid
(hap, dip, trip, tetra ploid)
All of these terms refer to the number of chromosomes in the cells of plants (and animals).
Haploid (1N) refers to a cell with half the number of chromosomes compared to the cells in a
normal plant. Most 
sex cells are haploid
.
Diploid (2N) is what you get when 
two haploid cells
combine, the normal condition as a result of mating. All
animals and 
most plants are composed of diploid cells
. The
flower at the left is an example on a diploid (2N) plant
(Cymbidium Fanfare 'Sierra Spring', AM/AOS (1965)).
Triploid (3N)
:
Sometimes 
sex cells can be diploid instead of
haploid (with two instead of one chromosome). If a 
diploid
sex cell combines with a haploid sex cell
, the result is a
Triploid
, with three chromosomes per cell. Triploid plants
are usually 
sterile 
since there is no easy way for the plant cell to split the three chromosomes up
when the plant makes sex cells.
Tetraploid (4N)
:
If 
two diploid sex cells get together, the result
is a plant with four chromosomes per cell, twice the number in a
normal plant. Such plants are said to be 
Tetraploid. 
Many of us
have bought orchids that have 4N listed on the tag after the name
of the plant. 4N means that the plant is a tetraploid. The flower
to the right is an example on a tetraploid (4N) plant (Cymbidium
Fanfare 'St. Francis', AM/AOS).
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Calendar of Events
Jun 17 meeting 
Sheri Musil interactive session on orchid culture  lot’s of HowTo’s
Jun 20 Mark Dimmitt greenhouse tour and party.
Saturday June 20, 6pm?? See attached flyer.
Jul 15 meeting  
Repotting and plant clinic
Jul 18 Jim Santino greenhouse tour, 
Saturday, July 18 from 14.
1807 N. Flint Ridge, Tucson, AZ 85715
.P
hone 4882688
.
Aug 19 meeting 
Ron Coleman “The Orchid Crescent”
Aug 22 Mike Barretti greenhouse tour.
Saturday, Aug 22 from 14.
Sep 16 meeting  
Mary Gerritson of San Francisco Orchid Club
Sep 19 Ron Coleman greenhouse tour.
Saturday, Sept 19, 14 PM.
Oct 21 meeting  
Graham Wood on Paphs
Nov 4  Club auction
Dec 5
 Holiday potluck

and annual meeting
Jan 20, 2016 meeting  
Bob Fuchs of Fuchs Orchids in Florida
Feb 17, 2016 meeting  
Ron Parsons
th
Mar 56, 2016 – 
19Annual Fiesta de las Flores. Mesquite Valley may have their new greenhouse
facility open by then for us to display in.
Mar 16, 2016 meeting  
Thomas Mirenda

The Zen Of The Orchid Club
by Carol Siegel (with permission)
1. If you feed the members, they will come.
2. The closer to an orchid show, the faster the flower will fade.
3. The longer you grow orchids, the less you know.
4. No matter how orchids are grown, the next speaker will say it is wrong.
5. The more raffle tickets you buy, the less you win.
6. Scale always grows on the side of the orchid you don’t look at.
7. Cinco de Mayo celebrations always occur on a meeting day.
8. Bud blast is living proof orchids have a sense of humor.
9. You can kill mealy bugs, but you cannot get rid of them.
10. Greenhouses are never big enough.
11. The more orchids you buy, the more you need.
12. No matter how big your club grows, ten people will always do most of the work.
13. Filling pot with orchid gives more joy than smoking it.
14. Electricity always goes out on the hottest day of summer.
15. Small change in culture makes big change in flowers.
16. No matter where you sit at a meeting, the speaker will have his back to you.
17. An orchid expert is someone who has killed more than a thousand orchids.
18. The one doing the vacuuming is the president.
19. The greater the orchid passion, the flatter the wallet.
20. The student worries about the flowers. The master worries about the roots.
21. To flower an orchid is to have the human approach the divine.
22. No matter how crowded the growing space, there is always room for one more.
23. Shade cloth is always put up one day after the sunniest day of the year.
24. You can never be too thin, too rich, or have too many orchids.
25. If it looks too good, they just bought it.
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Cookie List 
Be sure to sign up at the monthly meeting to bring cookies. There are still a
two months available. Pick a month, and plan to bring something nice to share. Thanks!
Jun 17, 2015
Jul 15, 2015
Aug 19, 2015
Sep 16, 2016

Tina Roesler
Ron Norman
___________
Carolyn Addotta

Oct 21, 2015 Beth Woodin
Nov 4, 2015 Tony Knight (Annual Auction)
Jan 20, 2016 ___________

General Meeting Information

The Tucson Orchid Society regularly meets on


the 
third Wednesday in January through October. Members are encouraged to brings orchids in
bloom for 
show and tell
. In November, the Society holds a fundraising 
auction of plants donated
for that purpose. In December, we have a wonderful, relaxing 
potluck 
with a greenhouse tour,
combined with a short business meeting and election of officers.
The monthly meetings are held at the 
Gem
& Mineral Society Building (Adobe Bridge Club
entrance), 3727 E. Blacklidge Dr., Tucson, AZ 85716 at 7:30 PM. From the intersection of East Ft.
Lowell and North Dodge, go two blocks south on Dodge, turn left on Blacklidge. The building is on
the north side of the street.

The Newsletter

The newsletter is published January through November. If you have

something you would like to have published in the newsletter that is of general interest, don’t
hesitate to contact the newsletter editor, Judy Forester. The deadline is two weeks prior to the
monthly meeting.

TOS Officers
President
VicePresident
Treasurer
Membership
Newsletter
Program Chair
Show Chair
Auction Chair
Webmaster

Mike Barretti
Jim Santino
Jim Wilcoxon
Mary Ann Albano
Judy Forester
Wes Addison
Wes Addison
Mike Barretti
Doug Forester
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In any land what is there more glorious than sunlight! Even
here in the desert, where it falls fierce and hot as a rain of
meteors, it is the one supreme beauty to which all things pay
allegiance... The chief glory of the desert is its broad blaze of
omnipresent light.
-John Van Dyke

All of life is sunlight
Osiris is the night
Aten of the daylight
Bring your golden life
Scarab roll your dung ball
Roll away the night
Push across the sun ball
Golden scarab light
-Ray Manzarek

ANNOUNCING A GATHERING OF XEROPHYTES, HELIOTHERMS, AND OTHER EREMOPHILES
This is a celebration for plant freaks and like-minded souls who love the desert because of the summers, not
in spite of them. If that describes you, then you're as welcome as desert rain! It's the:

36th ANNUAL

SUMMER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
WHEN:
WHERE:

Saturday, June 20, 2014; 6 pm to ?
The CAM Plant Eremophytoeugenics Facility (Mark Dimmitt's house)
4331 N. Oxbow Rd.
For information: 977-8541 or MADimmitt@gmail.com for questions (No need to RSVP)

HOW:

Potluck. I supply the drinks and eating utensils.
No “dinnertime”; we will nibble (pig out?) all evening;
please bring food that’s easy to serve and eat.
(Healthier foods are especially appreciated – **see below)

WHO:

You and your family or a guest or two.

Directions: Get to Silverbell Rd. between Grant & El Camino del Cerro. Turn west onto Sweetwater Dr. Turn north onto Oxbow
and - CRUCIAL INSTRUCTION - go LITERALLY STRAIGHT TO THE END OF THE DIVIDED DIRT ROAD. Jog left and continue
in the same direction on the El Paso Gas line right of way and park. I'm the only house on the left.
DESERT CAUTIONS (This is the desert, not the city):
1. Watch for rattlesnakes ABUNDANT THIS YEAR (suburban rattlers are habituated to seeing humans and rarely rattle)
2. Beware of heavily armed, dangerous plants
3. BRING A FLASHLIGHT for the return to your car (see 1 & 2 above)
Please respect our airspace: If you must smoke, please stay downwind of nonsmokers.
See it with your eyes:
Earth re-energized
By the sun's rays
Every day
-Moody Blues

**Quick guide to the unhealthiest foods:
-Trans (hydrogenated) fats: deadly
-Free fructose (not in whole fruit): very bad
-Saturated (animal and palm) fats: bad in quantity
-Highly processed foods: apparently unhealthy

All the children are insane...
Waiting for the summer rain.
-Jim Morisson

